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The Exitor's DegK

Il Good News !!

These past couple of months have had the best
news | have heard in a long while - two new clubs

The first of these clubs is the Riderwood
Square Dance Club. It has applied for and been
admitted to WASCA. It is located in Riderwood
Senior Living, Silver Spring. They dance from
10:15-11:45 am Wednesday Mornings. They were
a small social club/class of 1-2 squares with Kenny
Farris calling. Several years ago Henry and his
wife Lynn took Village Swinger lessons from Eva
Murray. They subsequently moved into Riderwood
and joined the local group there. Eventually Henry
became the spark plug for the group. With his in-
Riderwood advertising and word of mouth the
group has grown to five plus squares. Due to lim-
ited dance floor space, and Riderwood rules about
non-residents, Only a very limited number of out-
siders can ever attend. However they are provid-
ing dancers to other clubs such a Sunday
Dancers, Village Swingers, and Sunday Dancers.

The second club is a youth club known as
Charlie’s Angles. They meet in the Catlett -
Gainesville - Warrenton area southwest of the DC
area. Their members dance regularly with WASCA
clubs such as the Merry Notes and Rivermont
Ramblers. They also have a promising young
caller, Grant Moser (see the article in this issue).
They have applied for WASCA membership.

All'in all this is good news for WASCA Dancers

Finally on a personal note, (and taking advan-
tage of my being editor) This year | will have my
80th birthday. | am going to hold an open, free
birthday square dance on Wednesday 8 April in
conjunction with the Gerrymanders weekly Wed-
nesday evening dance. It will be a 2x2 dance
called by Kenny Harris and Ken Ryder. As a birth-
day present | would like for 7 other good dancers
to come and join me in dancing “Fisherman’s
Luck”. | enjoy that dance but since | last danced it
| have had a new hip, a new knee and a triple by-
pass. | want to see if | can still dance it (after 80).

And that is it for this issue — until next issue
ed

CALLS ‘N’ CUES INFORMATION

Issues
Calls ‘N’Cues
is published bimonthly:
(Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec)

Submissions
Email (Preferred)
editor@wascaclubs.com
or
ecragg@alumni.rice.edu
- All common file formats accepted
- Attachments preferred
- Please start file names with your club name.
- For photos - please provide captions

Telephone:
(703) 920-2624
Let ring at least 10 times
Landline (no Texts - Voice only)

Regular Mail:
Edward E Cragg
Editor: CALLS ‘N’ CUES,
807 S Glebe Road
Arlington, VA 22204-2444

Deadlines:
The deadline is the 15th of the preceding month
The next issue will be March-April 2026
The deadline will be 15 February 2026

For Announcements of New Issues :
Send an email to:
wascacnc+subscribe@googlegroups.com




Make your neighbor smile.

Happy New Year! It's time again to make
those resolutions that only last through January.
Here is one that is easy to complete through out
the year. Just bring a friend to your next square
dance. Not just to an open house or lessons (al-
though that would be even better) but to jwatch
you smile and laugh as you dance. That's why
you square dance, isn’'t it? Why shouldn’t your
friends and neighbors have a chance? The only
other dancers that smile are Olympic competitors
that are trained to smile during their perform-
ances.

President’s Patter

Steve Cunnion

(WASCA President 2025-2026)

Have a neighbor or friend that is bored,
lonely, unhappy? Get them out of their houses
and take them where people are socializing, eat-
ing and just having fun. Did | just describe your
club? Think of it as “follow your neighbor” in re-
verse. Have your neighbor follow you.

If your friends or neighbors don’t have a
hobby or don’t get much exercise, you can
change that with square dancing. Be the preven-
tive health officer of your neighborhood! It is hard
to find a hobby with exercise that is cheaper than
square dancing. Now pickleball is a cheap hobby,
but just about every player | know has been in-
jured on the court including me.




RDTA
President’s
Message

by
Ken & Berni Ryder

Dear WASCA dancer friends:

As we enter 2026 and the nation's 250th birth-
day year, we look back in fondness to the many
wonderful dancing events in 2025 and forward in
anticipation of another year of warm friendship
and fun with our many dancing friends and danc-
ing opportunities in the coming year 2026. We
really enjoyed seeing and dancing with many of
our WASCA dance friends at the 50th annual Toys
for Tots dance on Sunday, December 7. This was
a very special dance at the Glenmont United
Methodist Church in Silver Spring MD, dedicated
to the memory of long-time caller and Toys for
Tots supporter -- Virgil Forbes. Round dancers
thoroughly enjoyed dancing to many of their fa-
vorite "seasonal" tunes cued by Christine Eum
and Ken Ryder.

We know that many of you enjoyed the special
Christmas and New Years Eve party dances at var-
ious WASCA clubs during this Holiday season. Berni
and | sorely missed dancing into the New Year 2026
with Barbara and Wayne Blackford at the "barn" in
Columbia SC, but thoroughly enjoyed dancing at a
special New Years Day Celebratory Ball with 10
other couples and Christina Eum in Annandale VA.

As we move into 2026, there are a number of
special round dancing events coming up over the
next couple of months where we will look forward
to seeing and dancing with many of you. Mark your
calendars first for the Virginia State Convention at
the Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center in Vir-
ginia Beach on February 19 - 21 2026. Christina
Eum is preparing the round dance program featur-
ing a full range of phase II-V dances popular during
the 60's, 70's and 80's for both the round dance

and 2x2 halls. See the flyer later in this issue and
come on down and "backtrack to a throwback " in
Virginia Beach in February.

The second special dance event you won't
want to miss is RDTA's annual Snowflake Ball .
While we haven't yet completed our planning, we
expect this dance will be on a Sunday from 3-
5:30 PM in late February or early March. Once
a specific date and locale are determined, we will
send flyers to our WASCA and MDSDF round
dancers via the WASCA and MDSDF google and
list serve portals. Come join us to dance with your
favorite RDTA cuers in one of our two halls -- a
phase lI-IV and a phase IV-VI hall. There will also
be special goodies to enjoy and tasty liquid re-
freshments to help make this a very special
dance afternoon.

Finally, we will look forward to seeing and danc-
ing with all our WASCA dance friends at the 65th
annual WASCA festival-- "65 and Stayin' Alive"--
March 26-28 at the Hilton Washing Dulles Airport
Hotel in Herndon Virginia. [see the flyer in this
issue]. Round dancers will enjoy dancing with three
national cueing couples, Rey and Sherry Garza,
Randy Lewis and Kathy Baumhardt, and Curt and
Tammy Worlock. Amy and Ken Shotting will be or-
ganizing the round dance student invitational on
Saturday, March 28, from noon to 2PM and prom-
ise an exciting time for all our round dance stu-
dents. We'll have more on this very special festival
in the March/April Calls 'n Cues issue.

Stay safe and healthy and we'll enjoy seeing and
dancing with everyone on the dance floor in 2026.
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WASCA Listserver

The WASCA Listserver is hosted by Google
Groups. WASCA Membership Direrctors Nancy
and Tom Stafford maintain this group, assisted by
technical advisor Dick Otis.

To subscribe to the WASCA Listserver, send
an email to:

wascatsubscribe@googlegroups.com from
the email account you want add to the group.

You do NOT have to have a google account to
use the Listserver. After submitting your request,
an admin will approve your request.

To USE the Listserver, email:

WASCA@googlegroups.com

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by
sending an email to

wascatunsubscribe@googlegroups.com

MDSDF Listserver

The Mason-Dixon Square Dance Federation
maintains a listserver for clubs and dancers to the
north of the WASCA area also hosted by Google
Groups. It is maintained by Don Pahl.

To join send an email to donpahl@yahoo.com

To USE the Listserver, email to

mdsdf@googlegroups.com

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by
sending an email to

mdsdf+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com

IS =S~

LetsDance-VA Listserver

LetsDance-VA Listserver is hosted by Google
Groups. The original lists of names came from
Larry Winegard who created, maintained, and per-
sonally sent 100s of emails every week for prob-
ably 30 years. As his health was deteriorating, he
asked June & Harry Baum to continue his contrib-
ution to all the square dancers around Virginia by
creating a Google group.

If you would like to subscribe, please send an
email to hbaum@ntelos.net along with your name
or names and they will add you to the group in a few
days.

LetsDance-VA members can post dance infor-
mation by emailing

LetsDance-VA@qgoogleoups.com

DBDDMV Listserver

The DBDDMV Listserver is hosted by Google
Groups. Itis for notices specifically about dancing
DBD (Dance by Definition, or All Position dancing)
in the District of Columbis, Maryland, Viriginia area.
It ismaintained by Dick Otis, assisted by Nancy
Stafford.

To subscribe to the DBDDMV Listserver, send
an email to:

DBDDMV+subscribe@googlegroups.com
from the email account you want add to the group.
You do NOT have to have a google account to use
the Listserver. After submitting your request, an
admin will approve your request.

To use the Listserver,
DBDDMV@googlegroups.com

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by
sending an email to
DBDDMV+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com

email:

_bfs b b
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WASCA Calls’N’Cues Announcements

WASCA Calls’N’Cues Announcements list-
server is hosted by Google Groups and maintained
by the editor, Ed Cragg. Normally there will be only
one email sent out this list announcing the avail-
ability of a new issue.

To join send an email to wascacnc+sub-
scribe@googlegroups.com

The list is outgoing only. All messages posted
to the list will be ignored.

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by
sending an email to wascacnc+unsubscribe
@googlegroups.com

VASARDA Dancer Newsletter

The Virginia Square And Round Dance Asso-
ciation maintains an email list to send out news
about dancing in Virginia and the Virginia State
Convention

The VASARDA Dancer Newsletter Listserver
is now hosted by Google Groups. Dick Otis main-
tains this server on behalf of Victoria Kosar.

To subscribe to the VASARDA Listserver, send
an email to: VASARDA+subscribe@goog-
leoups.com from the email account you want add
to the group. You do NOT have to have a google
account to use the Listserver. After submitting your
request, an admin will approve your request.

This is an outgoing list only. There is no way to
send messages to it.

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by
sending an email to VASARDA+unsubscribe-

ooglegroups.com
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AMERICA 5

SQUARE

DANCE

PRESENTED BY

SUopy wemNE®

Discover The Ultimate Resource For Square Dancers

Each month, American Square Dance brings you expertly crafted articles that:
m Enhance your smooth dancing skills

m Deep dive into the rich history of square dancing

m Explore innovative marketing strategies to promote this beloved activity

m Enjoy vibrant photos that capture the joy of square dancing

m Cartoons and stories that highlight the fun and lighter side

As a subscriber, you'll receive a secure digital edition of American Square Dance
and gain access to our extensive archive of past issues, plus the comprehensive
Burleson Encyclopedia of Square Dance Calls

EF‘E SUBSCRIBING IS EASY
2

Join us today! A one-year subscription is just $17

Simply scan the QR code with your phone's camera and
you'll be guided to our website:
americansquaredance.com

NOTE.

These lists are for Dancer Information Only.
Do not share personally identifiable information that you
would not want posted to the open internet, .

Commercial Ads, Politics, Jokes etc are not appropriate.
Square and/or Round Dance Flyers are appropriate.

Frequently the same message is sent to multiple lists,
Signing up for more than one will guarentee receiving
multiple copies of some messages

IS =S~
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SQUARE{DANCER;S
SQUARE'/AND/ROUND DANCE FESTIVAL
WASCA needs YOU Yes YOU

I know it seems like the Festival just runs itself, but we need volunteers to make it a
success. We are asking for volunteers to donate at least 1 hour to assist us throughout the
Festival.

To give you an idea of what it takes, here is just a very short list of the people that
coordinate WASCA Festival activities:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Robert Abinoor — student Square Dance Invitational
Janet Adams and Daryl Davis - cuer contracts
Nick Capozio - caller contracts

Darella & Tom Deubel - 50/50 raffle tickets
Mike Farris — square dance schedule

Ken Jester - round dance schedule
NCASDLA -sound in all rooms

Dick Otis — online program

9. John Richardson - beautiful flyers and ribbons
10. Tom & Nancy Stafford - registration desk

11. Linda & Steve Toth - accounting & registration
12. And MANY more!




We need volunteers for:

Decorations — setup and take down.

Selling tickets for the baskets.

2" Hand Rose - setup, take down, and sales.

50/50 Tickets Sales —the Deubels staff the ticket sales at the registration desk. We
need a few people who can go from hall to hall to sell tickets.

Other — as we get closer to the Festival, we may have other volunteer opportunities.

FUTURE FESTIVAL TRAINEES

Why do we need future festival trainees — because we want the festival to live a long time.
In order for that to happen, we need people who can step in to do the work for future
festivals. The current leadership, including myself, are interested in training new people to
take over leadership positions.

1. Schedule creation —someone who is interested in learning how to make the
schedule and work with Mike Farris to learn the process.
Hotel Liaison - someone who is interested in working with Steve Cunnion on how to
negotiate with the current and future hotels.

If you are interested, please fill out the volunteer form here or send an email to:

2026FestivalDirectors@wascaclubs.com and we will get you set up.

See you at WASCA’s “65 and Stayin’ Alive”!

Lisa Alfred
2026 WASCA Festival Director
2026FestivalDirectors@wascaclubs.com

WASCA SAVE THE DATE
WASCA 2026 - March 26-28, 2026, Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
WASCA 2027 - March 18-20, 2027, Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
WASCA 2028 - March 16-18, 2028, Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
WASCA 2029 - March 15-17, 2029, Hilton Washington Dulles Airport (tentative)




11/1/2025

Days/times
Saturday 6-9:30pm

Club Name
Panhandlers

Location
Charles Town, WV

11/1/2025

Saturday 7-10pm

Fluvanna Flutterwheels

Palmyra, Va.

11/2/2025

Sunday 2:30-5pm

Dixie Cups

Ashland, VA

11/4/2025

Tuesday 7:30-9:30pm

Ferris Wheelers

Silver Spring, Md.

11/7-9/2025

All day

DC Lambda Harvest Hoedown Festival (HFH)

Harrisburg, PA

11/15/2025

Saturday 7:30-9:30pm

Village Swingers

Silver Spring, Md.

11/18/2025

Tuesday 7:30-9:30pm

Dixie Stars

Fairfax/Vienna, Va.

11/22/2025

Satuday 7:30-9:30pm

Grand Squares of Prince William County

Woodbridge, Va

11/23/2025

Sunday 1-2pm

Sunday Dancers

Wheaton, Md.

11/29/2025 Saturday 6-9:30pm

Gadabouts Hagerstown, Md.

12/7/2025 Sunday 2-4pm

Promenaders Fredericksburg, Md.

12/19/2025 Friday 8-10pm

Zig Zaggers Vienna, Va.

1/17/2026 Saturday 6-8:45pm

Pine Steppers Berlin, Md.

1/17/2026 Saturday 6:30-10pm

Panhandlers Charles Town, WV.

1/21/2026 | Wednesday 7:30-9:30pm

Gerrymanders Kensington, Md.

1/22/2026 Thursday 7:30-9:30pm

Swinging Aces Catonsville

1/30/2026 Friday 7:30-9:30pm

Merry Notes Herdon, Va.

2/6/2026 Friday8-10pm

Rounds With The Girls

Vienna, Va.

Be A Booster

Hello fellow square dancers. This is Paula
& Pete Ropshaw from Aqua Squares in Lusby,
Maryland (beautiful southern Maryland). We
are thrilled that we can once again chair the
Booster Club. | know — it's November and |
am already talking about the WASCA festival.
| love the festive and the theme this year. |
know the festival will be a BLAST!

So to get down to it...the festival being one
of the premier dance festivals — doesn’t run on
air and best wishes. There a lot of bills to be
paid to make it the wonderful event that it is.
To help with those bills, we have the Booster
Club. The Booster Club gives every dance
club the opportunity to contribute to this won-
derful event. How we do it is we tell our club
we have a booster dance coming, everyone
brings a dollar and all proceeds go to the fes-

Pete & Paula Ropshaw
301-872-4547
riley4106@yahoo.com
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tival committee. Then you send that money
and a list of your dancers to me. | will collect
all monies and send it to the festival commit-
tee. And | send your contributing members list
to the festival program creator — usually Dick
Otis — and your club and list of members is
printed in the festival program. We do have a
deadline, so don’t wait tooooo long. And |
have fun thinking up ways to encourage you
to do a Booster Dance.

Right now | am trying to find or create a
‘logo’ | can use with each article | write. One
year | used a big needle, one year | used a
train car. | need help finding a logo for this
years’ Booster club. If you have an idea, send
it to me. Don't hesitate to email or call me with
any ideas. Below is all my info.

See you at the festival

Paula Ropshaw
P.O. Box 495
Ridge, MD 20680




WASCA 2026 FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER FORM

| know it seems that the Festival just runs itself, but we need volunteers to make it a success. Stand up and be
counted. We just need an hour of your time. Please complete the form below if you would like to volunteer.
Thank you for helping to make the WASCA Festival a success!

First & Last Name *

Short answer text

Your Email Address *

Long answer text

Volunteers duties include:; *

Decorations — setup and take down.

Baskets - selling tickets for baskets.

2nd Hand Rose - setup, take down, and sales.

50/50 Tickets Sales — go from hall to hall and sell tickets.

Extra Extra - other duties that come up closer to the Festival.

Comments. If you have an questions or comments, please note those below. Thank you

Long answer text

11



Convention and Festival News

Backtrack to a Throwback:
Dance Away the Holiday Blues at the

2026 Virginia State Square Dance Convention!

Shake off those post-holiday doldrums and step back in time with us at the 2026 Virginia State
Square Dance Convention! We're thrilled to invite you to the Holiday Inn Virginia Beach/Norfolk from
February 19-21, 2026, for a weekend of toe-tapping fun, nostalgic vibes, and plenty of dancing.

Our theme for this year is "Backtrack to a Throwback," and we're ready to transport you to
decades past with our fantastic retro decor and vibrant atmosphere. Get ready to reminisce, re-
connect, and create new memories in a setting that celebrates the best of yesteryear.

What can you expect? A packed schedule designed to get everyone on their feet!

Whether you're a seasoned dancer or looking to try something new, we have something for
everyone. Our convention will feature: Square Dancing, Round Dancing, Contra Dancing, Line
Dancing, and Clogging! For those looking for a more challenging experience we will have DBD
(Dance by Definition) and A2 (Advanced 2) Dancing! Perfect for beginners and those wanting to
refine their skills there will be Round Dance Teaches, Intros, and Workshops!

We're proud to host an incredible lineup of callers and dance prompters from across Virginia,
bringing their unique styles and infectious enthusiasm. You'll also have the chance to dance to
the calls of some special guests visiting from surrounding states, making for an even more diverse
and exciting experience.

But the fun doesn't stop on the dance floor! When you need a break from spinning and swing-
ing, explore our other engaging activities:

Second Hand Rose Sale: Discover unique treasures and hidden gems.
Basket Raffle: Try your luck and win some fabulous themed baskets.
Craft Panel: Showcase your creativity or find inspiration from talented artisans.

So mark your calendars and get ready to Backtrack to a Throwback! Join us for a weekend
of dancing, laughter, and a healthy dose of nostalgia. Be sure to pre-register to save on your cost
of admission to this fantastic event. We can't wait to see you there! Find additional details on our
website, https://www.vasquaredance.org/

See you soon!

Jamie Butler and Brenda & Keith Krabbenhoft
Co-Directors, 2026 Virginia State Convention
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