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The New Dancing Season Is Here 
 

It is September and if you check the Calendar 
of Events in this issue you will find a lot of “Wel-
come Back” dances. Years ago (back when I 
started dancing) Summer dancing was rather slim.  
A few clubs danced year-round but most closed for 
the summer assuming people would be going to 
one of the many festivals. Even though there are 
still the summer festivals, summer dancing has im-
proved. This past summer several clubs offered a 
summer dancing series. There was almost as 
much dancing as during the “Dancing Season 
Kopman 

Now days Fall dancing is notable for national 
callers visiting the WASCA region. Mike Sikorsky 
will be calling for several clubs in the area and 
Steve Kopman will be visiting for an NCASDLA 
caller education weekend and calling for the Merry 
Notes.  

One club I recently became aware of is Char-
lie’s Angels, a youth club operating in the Cartlett, 
-Warrenton - Gainesville, area. They will have 
Mike Sikorsky call on October 3. I am hoping to at-
tend that dance. 

WASCA theme and VASARDA booster dances 
are being front loading these days. There are a 
couple of dozen scheduled for September and Oc-
tober this year.  These are a good opportunity to 
visit clubs you don’t normally dance with and see 
dancer other than at VASARDA, WASCA or SSBF. 
Most clubs put out a good spread and there are 
more dancers than usual, all making for a good 
dance. 

In other news the Callerlab project to redefine 
the lists below Advanced is proceeding.  A com-
mittee to define a “New Mainstream” has been es-
tablished and is scheduled to have the list in the 
next month or so.  After that a group will work on 
instructional materials to be ready for classes be-
ginning in September 2026.  

Whell that is all for this issue. Until next time 
 

ed 

The Editor’s Desk

CALLS ‘N’ CUES INFORMATION

3

Issues 
Calls ‘N’Cues  

is published bimonthly: 
(Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec) 

 
 

Submissions 
Email (Preferred)  

editor@wascaclubs.com 
or 

ecragg@alumni.rice.edu 
- All common file formats accepted 

- Attachments preferred 
- Please start file names with your club name.   

- For photos - please provide captions 
 
 

Telephone:   
(703) 920-2624  

Let ring at least 10 times  
Landline (no Texts - Voice only) 

 
 

Regular Mail:   
Edward E Cragg 

Editor: CALLS ‘N’ CUES,  
807 S Glebe Road 

Arlington, VA 22204-2444 
 
 

Deadlines:  
The deadline is the 15th of the preceding month 

The next issue will be November/December 2025 
The deadline will be 15 October 2025 

 
 

For Announcements of New Issues :   
Send an email to: 

wascacnc+subscribe@googlegroups.com 



President’s Patter 
 

Steve Cunnion 
(WASCA President 2025-2026)
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President’s Patter by Steve Cunnion

It’s Very Quiet here at the Top; 
 Please reach out. 

 
As your president since June, I have 

heard barely a peek from the delegates or 
the club presidents/owners.  It should not 
be this way.  We should be communicat-
ing about square dance classes, special 
events, and what is happening at your 
clubs.  Unfortunately, what we do hear is 
mostly about our fellow dancers’ deaths 
and illnesses. 

 
WASCA wants to help in any way we 

can.  The festival made enough money to 
help promote activities as well as recruit-
ment efforts.  We can help you and your 
clubs but first we need your ideas.  Are 
there ways WASCA can help you and 
your clubs? 

 
Having gone to many WASCA theme 

dances last year I met some wonderfully 
enthusiastic folks.  I will visit again at 
theme dances this year and want to ex-
change ideas about how WASCA can help 
you and how you can help WASCA. Don’t 
wait to reach out at a theme dance; email 
me at President@wasca.org 

 
 

 
 
 
One of the problems I noticed during 

delegate meetings is there is a real prob-
lem getting a spokesperson for each club.  
Sometimes one person represents 3-5 
clubs. Back when the meetings were in 
person I could see why this occurred.  
Some clubs are more than an hour's drive 
to where the meetings used to be held. 
Now that we meet electronically (ZOOM 
will be our new format), I would like to see 
each club represented by one of their own 
members. I understand some of the clubs 
are small and some members won’t have 
good internet service, but we have to try.  
WASCA exists for the clubs, and we need 
your input. YOU are WASCA.  The board 
is here to work for you.
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RDTA  

President’s  

Message 
by 

Ken & Berni Ryder

Greetings, WASCA & MDSDF round dancers  

We enjoyed dancing with many of our WASCA 

and MDSDF dancing friends at the Star Spangled 

Banner Festival this past July and hope everyone 

had a great time at the various other special danc-

ing events available this summer. With Labor Day 

upon us and September at hand, we can now an-

ticipate returning to outstanding dancing at our local 

round dance clubs.  In Maryland, the Filardos will 

be dancing on Tuesday evenings, the Shottings on 

Sunday and Wednesday evenings with special 

dances on selected Saturdays, the Kincaids on al-

ternative Friday evenings and the Buchanans on 

Thursday evenings. In Virginia, Christina Eum will 

dance on first Friday evenings, the Buchanans on 

Wednesday evenings at the Lincolnia Senior 

Center, the Hoppers on Tuesdays in the Charlottes-

ville area, the Springers in the Richmond area, the 

Croffords in the Newport News area on Thursdays 

and the Ryders on Sunday evenings, Monday af-

ternoons and Thursday evenings in the Springfield 

and Annandale areas. In addition, the Ryders will 

continue their Monday night virtual dance.  

It was simply stupendous to see and dance 

with all our WASCA and MDSDF round dance 

friends who were able to join us at  the RDTA an-

nual Butterfly Ball  on Saturday, August 23, at the 

Lincolnia Senior Center. We know the dancers 

thoroughly  enjoyed the phase II-IV dances pre-

sented by Barbara Buchanan, Christina Eum, Peg 

Kincaid, Amy Shotting and Ken Ryder. Special 

thanks to Berni Ryder for organizing the refresh-

ment table.  With all those tasty treats the cuer staff 

brought for everyone to enjoy, dancers had 

scrumptious goodies to savor while taking their 

breaks from the two and one-half hours of out-

standing dancing.  It was a great party time that ev-

eryone enjoyed.   

RDTA plans to hold their annual Autumn 

Leaves Ball on the third Sunday in October -- Oc-

tober 19 -- at the Westowne  Elementary School -

401 Harlem Lane, Catonsville MD. This dance will 

have two halls to accommodate phase II-IV and IV-

VI dancers. See the flyer later in this issue.  We'll 

also distribute the flyer electronically through both 

the MDSDF and WASCA dancers portals,  

As we resume dancing with our various clubs 

this fall, there are also opportunities for dancers to 

consider taking some round dance lessons to learn 

a new rhythm, a different activity,  or “brush up” on 

some rhythms you’re still not fully comfortable 

dancing. The Shottings will be holding a beginner 

class on Monday evenings in MD; the Ryders will 

be holding a beginner class on Sunday evenings 

in VA.  See the information available on all current 

Round Dance classes or workshops in the section 

on Dance Classes later in this Calls ‘N Cues Issue 

and then check with one of the leaders holding a 

class convenient for you to see when they will be 

starting to teach or review a new rhythm.  

We look forward to seeing and dancing with all our 

MDSDF and WASCA round dancer friends as they 

enjoying the return to local round dancing this fall.

RDTA  Presidents Message by Ken & Berni Ryder



LetsDance-VA Listserver 

LetsDance-VA Listserver is hosted by Google 
Groups. The original lists of names came from 
Larry Winegard who created, maintained, and per-
sonally sent 100s of emails every week for prob-
ably 30 years. As his health was deteriorating, he 
asked June & Harry Baum to continue his contrib-
ution to all the square dancers around Virginia by 
creating a Google group.   

 If you would like to subscribe, please send an 
email to  hbaum@ntelos.net  along with your name 
or names and they will add you to the group in a few 
days.  

 LetsDance-VA members can post dance infor-
mation by emailing   

LetsDance-VA@googleoups.com  

WASCA Listserver 

The WASCA Listserver is hosted by Google 
Groups. WASCA Membership Direrctors Nancy 
and Tom Stafford maintain this group, assisted by 
technical advisor Dick Otis. 

To subscribe to the WASCA Listserver,  send 
an email to: 

 wasca+subscribe@googlegroups.com from 
the email account you want add to the group. 

You do NOT have to have a google account to 
use the Listserver. After submitting your request, 
an admin will approve your request. 

To USE the Listserver, email:  
 WASCA@googlegroups.com 

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by 
sending an email to 

 wasca+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com 
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Email Lists Of Interest

MDSDF Listserver 

The Mason-Dixon Square Dance Federation 
maintains a listserver for clubs and dancers to the 
north of the WASCA area also hosted by Google 
Groups. It is maintained by Don Pahl. 

To join send an email to donpahl@yahoo.com 
To USE the Listserver, email to  
mdsdf@googlegroups.com 

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by 
sending an email to  

mdsdf+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com 

 

DBDDMV Listserver 

The DBDDMV Listserver is hosted by Google 
Groups. It is for notices  specifically about dancing 
DBD (Dance by Definition, or All Position dancing) 
in the District of Columbis, Maryland, Viriginia area. 
It ismaintained by Dick Otis, assisted by Nancy 
Stafford. 

To subscribe to the DBDDMV  Listserver,  send 
an email to:  

DBDDMV+subscribe@googlegroups.com 

from the email account you want add to the group. 
You do NOT have to have a google account to use 
the Listserver. After submitting your request, an 
admin will approve your request. 

To use the Listserver, email:  
DBDDMV@googlegroups.com 

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by 
sending an email to 
DBDDMV+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com 
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WASCA Calls’N’Cues Announcements 

WASCA Calls’N’Cues Announcements list-
server is hosted by Google Groups and maintained 
by the editor, Ed Cragg. Normally there will be only 
one email sent out this list announcing the avail-
ability of a new issue. 

To join send an email to wascacnc+sub-
scribe@googlegroups.com  

The list is outgoing only.  All messages posted 
to the list will be ignored. 

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by 
sending an email to wascacnc+unsubscribe 
@googlegroups.com

VASARDA Dancer Newsletter 

The Virginia Square And Round Dance Asso-
ciation maintains an email list to send out news 
about dancing in Virginia and the Virginia State 
Convention 

 The VASARDA Dancer Newsletter Listserver 
is now hosted by Google Groups. Dick Otis main-
tains this server on behalf of Victoria Kosar.  

To subscribe to the VASARDA Listserver, send 
an email to: VASARDA+subscribe@goog-

leoups.com from the email account you want add 
to the group. You do NOT have to have a google 
account to use the Listserver. After submitting your 
request, an admin will approve your request. 

This is an outgoing list only. There is no way to 
send messages to it. 

You may un-subscribe yourself at any time. by 
sending an email to VASARDA+unsubscribe-
@googlegroups.com 

NOTE. 

These lists are for Dancer Information Only.  

Do not share personally identifiable information that you 

would not want posted to the open internet, . 

 

Commercial Ads, Politics, Jokes etc are not appropriate. 

Square and/or Round Dance Flyers are appropriate. 

 

Frequently the same message is sent to multiple lists,  

Signing up for more than one will guarentee receiving 

multiple copies of some messages



Directors Report
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65th WASCA Spring Festival - “65 and Staying Alive”
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Column 
By 

Peggy Portner

65 and Stayin’ Alive 

 

Disco Dressing

Column: Disco Dressing by Peggy Portner
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